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The next great teacher of this school is T'an Huan (502-
549 A.D.).   He elaborated further the conception of Amitabha.
Through  the  teachings  of  Shan-tao (died  A.D.   681) the
thoughts of eternal life and of vicarious saviour were added
to the conception of Amitabha.     Amitabha and the two
great revealers of his power and grace become a trinity, and
salvation is achieved by faith in the three-fold Fu.   Though
the Pure Land School believes that the way to the heart of
Amitabha of glowing compassion  and  grace is  through
devotion, study and meditation are not excluded.   Faith in
Amitabha is prepared for by the knowledge that the whole
of existence is included in him and by the meditation which
has Amitabha for its centre.    There is a hall of meditation
in Buddhist shrines.   Hsi Ming who lived in the last years-
of the Ming dynasty says:  'I respectfully exhort  all  who*
caB on the name of the Buddha to keep on with a sincere
heart and thus gradually attain to the point when-the heart
cannot be disturbed any more, when the lotus blossom wilt
unfold itself, and the heart see Buddha/1

This school is a development of the Mahayana as it
looks upon the historical Buddha as one of the many mani-
festations of the eternal reality called Dharmakaya or
tathata which cannot be defined in words. It believes in the
bodhisattvayana or the way of the bodhisattvas. To be
initiated into it, we have to lead a life of sacrifice for struggl-
ing mankind. This school of Mahayana, with its emphasis'
on faith as the saving fact, and the great new birth which
leads us into the Western paradise, where the great merciM
father of all reigns, he who has sent the mightiest one down
to earth in human form, who now with his gracious spirit
(Kuan-yin) draws men to himself, gives the religious souls.
of China a faith that stirs their hearts.

CH'AN BUDDHISM

The founder of Ch'an or Zen Buddhism is Bodhidhannar
a teacher from Conjeevaram in South India who claimed

1.   Quoted in the Catechism of the Pure Land Doctrine.